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about 410AD.

Anglo-Saxons in Britain went from irw.oders to
settlers to makers. Originally from Germany and
Scandinavia, the Angles, Saxons and Jutes were
lots of warring tribes who settled in Britain from
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Saxon word “Angle-Land”.

Reddd’s wvillage - Redda heing the local chieftain.

East, West, South or middle!)

Many towns and villages still .carry their Anglo-Saxon
names today, incuding “England” which comes from the

Early Anglo-Saxon ~villoages were named after the leader of
the tribe 50 everyone knew who was in charge. 1f youwd
~risited Reading in Anglo-Saxon times, youd have heen in

The Anglo-Saxons settled in many different parts .of the
country - the Jutes ended wup in Kent, the Angles in East
Helmet from the Sutton Hoo A d “a, the Saxons in Wm Dd[ EM’ WE/S/SM,

$hip Burial Sussex .and Middlesex (according to whether they lived

They left their homes in Germarny, the
Netherlands .and Denmark .and sailed
onver to Britain .on w.ooden hoats.
Many Ziéﬁwn b wﬁ@m b'e%o;fhj;% archaeologists excavate spots where Anglo-Saxons
were on the look-out for new land as
floodwaters hack home had made it

Did you. know?
o We know how the Anglo-Saxons lived hecause wene
found items that they once used buried in the ground -

howses used to stand - and wewve been able to figure
out a lot about what their lives were like.

o A famous Anglo-Saxon .archaeological site is Sutton
Hoo, where a whole ship wos used as a grove! An

Tap. focts

The Anglo-Saxons .are made up of three tribes who came to England
from across the North Sea around the middle of the 5th century - the
Angles, Soxons and Jutes.

. For a long time, England wasn't really .one countryy - Anglo-Saxon kings

ruled lots of little kingdoms across the land.

. Egbert was the fiurst Anglo-Saxon king to rule England. The last Anglo-

Saxon king was Harold I in 1066.

. The two most famous Anglo-Saxon kings .are Alfred the Great and

Canute the Great.

. The Anglo-Saxon period covers about 600 years, .and Anglo-Saxon

kings ruled England for about 300 years.

. We know how the Anglo Saxons lived bhecause archaeologists have

found old settlements .and excovated artefacts like helt buckles, sw.ords,
bowls and even children's toys.

. We can also read ahout what happened .during Anglo-Saxon times in the

Anglo-Saxon Chronicles.
Anglo-Saxons once worshipped lots of different gods, but around the
7th century imany corwerted to Christianity.

. Some of owur modern English words are from the Anglo-Saxons, such

as the days .of the week.

10. Anglo-Saxons lived in small villages near rivers, forests .and other

important resources that gave them everything they needed to care for
farm animals, grow crops and make things to sell.

The Anglo-Saxons didn't like the
the Romans, so they built their
oun villoges. They looked for
land which had lots .of natural
resources like food, water and
wood to buld .and heat their
homes, and Britain's forests had
surrounded each wvillage with a

high fence to protect cattle from

) — ' ) Anglo-Saxon king was buried inside the ship along with
The Anglo-Saxons first tried irwading in the 4th some of his po ions, such as his helmet and
century, but the Roman .army were quick to send aw.ord.
them home again! Years later - around 450AD - o An instrument that people in Anglo-Saxon times w.ould
the Ancient Romans left Britain, the Anglo-Saxons play is the lyre, which is like a small harp.
seized their .chance .and this time they were o Anglo-Saxons mostly lived in one-room houses made

from wood, with thatched roofs. Lmportant people in the
rillage would live in o larger building with their
adwvisors ond soldiers - this w.as called the hall.

Beowwlf is an Old English epic story. It
may be the oldest swwiving long story in
Old English .and is commonly cited .os one
of the most important works .of Old English
literature. The date .of composition is a

matter of contention .among scholars; the

manuscript, ahich was produced bhetween
975 .and 1025. The .author was an
anonymous Anglo-Saxon poet.

awild animals like foxes and

olves, and to keep .out their
enemies, too!
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They were fierce people, AU)W brooch e@e shield '
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Mung each ,oi:hzr.. Each Offa’s Dyke - L Alfred the Great‘
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