Frequently Asked Questions

How many children are in the class?
There are up to 30 children in each class. There are two reception classes at St 
Andrew’s School.

Will my child get a free school meal?
Yes, all children will receive a free school meal until they reach the end of Year 2, 
through the Universal Free School Meal Scheme. However, if you are eligible for Free 
School Meal funding, please still apply as some of the pupil premium money can be 
used to support your child in other ways. We ask for the children to bring in a 
packed lunch from home for the first two weeks of school to help them settle and 
for catering company to receive your orders for the term.

Will my child be getting free milk at school?
Yes, they will receive free milk until they turn 5 years old. You can then pay a small 
fee on a half termly basis for daily milk at snack time. 

Do I need to send in a snack for my child?
We provide a healthy piece of fruit at snack time on a daily basis. Our fruit is 
delivered regularly with different things to try such as carrots, pears, bananas, 
apples etc. However, a healthy snack from home can be sent if required. 

Can my child go to the toilet when they like during the day?
Yes, we have toilets for reception children situated in the classroom which is for 
boys and girls. The children will need to be independent in using the toilet and 
wiping themselves before starting school. Please provide a change of clothes in a 
named bag which can be left on their peg at school in case of any toilet accidents. 

I am worried about my child starting school full-time. Can they have a 
staggered start?
At St Andrew’s we would normally have the children in full-time from the first day of 
school. We feel this helps with the children forming bonds quickly with their new 
friends, staff and helps them to settle quickly. If you are worried about your child 
starting school full-time, please contact the school office and you can arrange to 
speak with the early years lead, SEND coordinator and the head teacher to discuss 
the best action for your child.

Can my child eat nuts or food that contains nuts at school?
Due to allergies, we cannot accept food containing nuts at school. 

My child has allergies or medical needs. How is this informed with the 
staff at school to keep my child safe?
Child’s records are kept up to date on an online school database. All staff are made 
aware of allergies and medical needs to help support the children. Lunchtime staff 
are made aware of children with allergies and are particularly vigilant around them. 
Our team will discuss the allergy in more detail with you and if needed a medical 
plan will be put in place. 

My child is a fussy/slow eater and I am worried they won’t eat at school. 
What happens at lunchtime?
There will be lunchtime supervisors to help children who maybe struggling with 
eating. We will never force children to eat but we will do our best to encourage 
them. We will inform you at the end of the day if your child struggled to eat during 
the day. Please practice over the summer holiday’s with opening their lunch box, 
undoing lids of Tupperware, peeling bananas, opening packets, eating with a knife 
and fork etc. This will help them become independent in their eating and will give 
them the confidence to eat at school with us.

My child doesn’t have any friends coming from their pre-school. How will 
you help them settle into school?
We have many different nurseries and preschools who are feeding into our school this 
year, so this means lots of children will be coming independently without knowing 
anyone prior to starting with us at St Andrew’s School! Children are surprisingly 
resilient in these situations and we have found year on year that they are able to 
make friends quickly. We have brilliant Eary Years staff who look out for children 
who may be feeling anxious, shy or nervous about starting school and they will help 
to make them feel comfortable and safe in school. 

My child is still unable to get dressed independently. When will they be
expected to do this at school? When will PE start?
PE sessions begin as soon as your child starts school but they will come to school in their PE kits for the first two terms. During this time, pleas support us with by practising at home so that children are increasingly able to change independently. In the Summer term staff will be there to support with tricky things like  small buttons and socks. 

Will my child be able to play with children who are in the alternate class?
Yes. Some of your child’s lessons will take place within their own class, with their
class teacher. However, both reception classes are currently mixed for the majority
of the school day. This is when children are provided with the opportunity to learn
through play and it takes place throughout each day in between whole-class learning. 

How long will my child be expected to sit on the carpet for when they start
school?
When your child starts school, carpet-based lessons will be approximately 10 - 15
minutes long. Maths, literacy and phonics sessions will take place on a daily basis
and topic sessions will also take place frequently. These sessions will be active,
engaging and tailored to the interests and learning needs of your child. This time
increases over the year as we prepare them for moving on to Year One.

How is reading assessed and when will my child receive a reading book?
Your child will receive a reading book within the first few weeks of school. Books are
divided into colour bands based on the level of comprehension and the reading skill
required. Children are in small reading groups which share a book and read together
2-3 times a week. The book they share will be the book that they take home to be read.
Your child will be regularly assessed for reading by teaching staff and may be moved
onto progressive reading bands at any time during the school year. This will not only
be dependent on their basic reading skill but also on their comprehension skills. We
encourage you to support your child with their reading at home by listening to them
reading three or more times during the week. Awards are given for children who
read frequently at home
